CHAPTER X
CANDIDATE FOR CONGRESS
Of the three envoys, the conduct of General Marshall alone has been entirely satisfactory. (Adams.)
In heart and sentiment, as well as by birth and interest, I am an American. We should make no political connection with any nation on earth. (Marshall to constituents.)
Tell Marshall I love him because he felt and acted as a Republican and an American. (Patrick Henry.)
IN the congressional campaign of 1798-99, the Federalists of the Richmond District were without a strong candidate. The one they had put up lacked that personal popularity which then counted for as much in political contests as the issues involved* Upon Marshall's return from France and his enthusiastic reception, ending with the Richmond demonstration, the Federalist managers pressed Marshall to take the place of the candidate then running, who, indeed, was anxious to withdraw in his favor. But the returned envoy refused, urged the Federalist then standing to continue his candidacy, and pledged that he would do all in his power to secure his election.
Finally Washington asked Marshall to come to see him. "I received an invitation from General Washington/* writes Marshall in his account of this important event, "to accompany his nephew . . . on a visit to Mount Vernon." l
1 Marshall to Paulding, April 4, 1835; Lippincotfs Magazine (1868), ii, 624-25.